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ABSTRACT 

Defining oral history as a method of inquiry by which 
the memories of individuals are elicited, preserved in interview 
transcripts or on tape recordings, and then used to enrich 
understanding of individuals' lives and the events in which they 
participated, this annotated bibliography provides a broad overview 
and a sampling of the resources available to researchers and 
practitioners interested in oral history. The citations are divided 
into six topics: guides for developing oral history projects; 
biographical research using oral history; using oral history as a 
teaching tool; oral history and the elderly; oral history and family 
heritage; and popular books using oral history, (nka) 
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Sk 11 5105 /T^ °^ Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication 

fril d;cti?K ^^^l^l^^J Suite £, Annandale, VA 22003. This bibliography may be reproduced for 

free distribution without permission of the Speech Communkation Module. eproaucea for 

SecJrdlnJr' ' ""1-°^ °^ '""^"''^ ^^^''^ memories of Individuals are elicited, preserved on tape 

nl.t^r been used as a means for elementary and secondary school in<trjr*inn ^ a h.-r. 

a?S 'inrov de^nlv fhJrLo^ i^ediacy that goes beyo,,d the written record. This bibliography ,s an 
.nd ;ra\m?on:;rin?;^o:ted"tJ oraThmorJ/ °' ^''"^"^^""^^ ^-'^""^^ to^es^^rchers 

Guides for Developing Oral History Projects 

""""st^";^a^^LoSoTie7 ! r.^l!''^ "-"-^"-"^ """-"^y - A-rican Association for 

wf^^?"-"^ introduction for community and college-level use of oral history It contains 

interviewing strategy and advice on lejal considerations for the oral historian 

j^^^^-^ J^anscribinq and Editing Oral History . Nashville. TN: Association for State and Local 

;n^te;:r:^riJ:t^ ste'^n^e^^L^rt^i^nL^b^d:^ ^ -^^^ --^^^--^ 

This volume contains articles on various aspects of oral history by well-known practitioners Aooend-^-^ 
be:tX^nifed':;\T:'coCtrr"' ' °' °' Tull^rtoTpIo^r-lne ;?^^h2^- 

'^*''^•br;r^As;o^S:^^S77'^"''^'""^""■ "^^tory: Prom Tape to Type. Chicago. IL: American 

This guide covers both ora! history Interviewing and processing tapes <nto written format. I» 
aTi:c!;L""'"' ""'^'"^ ""^"'"^ «aT:xerc?s:s"Jor"c[a°:rro'om aSs'iJLnts 

Hoopes.^James.^^ Oral History: An I nt, ,duction for Students . Chapel Hill.NC: Universi ty of North Carol ina 

KltorTSail '"rhJnrlir for college students who wish to write a paper based on oral 

! ojpcts p;ac ca a vk^^T?' ^"^gest frameworks tor approaching such 

I :urv:;:n^d"b]b??o7ra7; or:;a^'Tis^^or^;s^s^?:T.^eS -"-^ 

»fJes^'tart\'oMi?sh^!nJ?;r^' "i"'."^ """'"'^ gathering oral history data. It pro- 

<n?prv,Wn„ . specific practical advice on everything from using tape-recorders throuoh 

^ Si 10 and''0 a°l'h?stor"' tapes afterwards. Sa.ple forms, used a? the Northe' Ar of 

T fo k. " h^nHi? r. ? are appended. This is particularly informative about int»rviewinq "corrron 

^ folks, handling group Interviews, and using photogrohs or other visual materials dur<n" "n^erv?.°s 
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Moss, William W« Oral History Program Manual . New York: Praegcr. 1974. 

The author is dir-ctor of the John F. Kennedy Library's oral history program, and this book Is based 
on his experience with it--dn exei.iplary large program. The theory of oral history and a step-by-step 
description for h ndling tapes are included. 

Oral History Association publications include the following: 

Ora'i History Assoc iat: ^ .Newsletter , 1967- . 

Th)s IS a quarter y publication which surrr.arizes the activities of the O.H.A., regional and state 
associations, the program of the annual meeting, recent grants, and publications related to oral 
history— an invaUable way to keep up with a rapidly growing field. 

Oral History Review , r73- . 

This annual journrl presents the most significant coUoquia presencations from the OHA annual conference, 
as well as other ^.rticles and reviews pertinent to oral history research. 

Oral History Evaluation' Guidel ines , 19S0. 

This IS a report [14pp.) of a major conference of leaders in oral history research. Included are 
specific goals an<^ guidel ines for conducting and evaluating an oral history project. Questions arc 
provided in outlint form for an evaluator to use when assessing: how well a project was planned, the 
interview content, the interview process, ethical and legal considerations, and the mode of processing 
the tapes and/or transcripts, A bibliography and list of Oril History Association evaluators are 
appendev-'. 

Copies of the Guicelines and back issues and subscriptions to the periodicals are available from the 
Oral History Asso:ia tion , P.O. Box 13734, North Texas State University, Denton, Texas 76203. 

Shumway, Gary L., and Villiam G. Hartley. An Oral History Prime:' . Salt Lake City: Primer Publications, 
1973. 

These authors draWupon the Korron tradition maintaining family histories to provide an easily used 
set of outlines for interviewing and maintaining oral history collections. 

Starr, Louis. "Oral History.*' Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science , Volume 20. New York, NY: 
Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1977, pp. 440-463. 

This is an especially well-written sur^ary of the history of o'-al history, its nature, and its current 
status by a found^Ag father of the field at Columbia University. 

Thompson, Paul. The Voice of the Past: Oral Histo'-y . fiew York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1978. 

This book covers ihe hisroriogrgphy and neifiodology of oral history quite thoroughly. Contains a use- 
ful chapter on int(;rviewirg and an appendix cf model questions for biographical interviews. 

Biographical Research Using Oral History 

Bertaux, Daniel, ed. Bi ography and Society: The Life History Approach in the Social Sciences . Beverly 
Hills, CA: SAC-E,"19B1. 

This book provides. a set of readings by researchers who use oral histories to investigate primarily 
sociological questions. Epi stemological and nethodological issues are examined and many examples of 
studies are provided. Authors are mostly European. The overriding orientation is social interaction- 
ism, but Marxist, cultural anthropology, psychohislory , and historical social psychology approaches 
also are taken. 

CottU, Thorias J. "Pri/ate Lives and Public Accounts." Biography , 1 (1978), 23-40. 

Discusses the assets and liabilities inherent in doing so-called life study research, particularly the 
problen^s of research work with people of distinctly different backgrounds from the researcher. 

Paris, David E. "Narrative Form and Oral History." International Journal of Oral History , 1 (1980), 159-180. 
Narrative form and the nature of nerory exenplified in various oral histories are used as the fc^sis for 
discussion of oral history inetho<<ologies. Problems of inaccuracy and omission are considered ^n depth. 
ERIC EJ 237 622. 
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Freemaii, William H. "Some Reflections on the Problems of Oral Biographical Research." Paper presented at 
the Annual Convention of the North American Society for Sport History (Eugene, OR, June 1976) ERIC ED 
184 976. 

Problems for the biographical researcher In conducting oral Interviews with primary "iources are discussed. 
Examples are touching on personal or controversial area*, reactions to tape recorders, and intervie .rs 
or Interviewee biases toward subject matter. 

Grele, Ronald J., ed. Envelo p es of So und, Chicago: Precedent Publishing, 1975. 

This book contains transcripts of frank and insightful discussions among outstanding oral history practi- 
tioners, such as Studs Turkel, Dennis Tcdlock, Saul Benison, and ethers regarding their experiences while 
studying diverse cultures. Issues such as the role of the oral history interviewer vis-a-vis the subject, 
the variable nature of memory, and the effect of social class on the interview process are raised and 
examined. 

Pachter, Marc, ed. Telling Live<;: The Biographer's Art . Washington, D.C* New Republic BooVs, 1979. 

This is an anthology about the processes of gathering and synthesizing data about a ijiographical subject. 
One chapter, by Theodore Rosengarten, describes learning experiences he encountered while doing oral 
history research on a heroic sharecropper/political activist in Alabama. 

Using Oral History as a Teaching Tool 

Clark, E. Culpepper, Michael J. Hyde, and Eva M. McMahan. "Developing Instruction in Oral History: A N'ew 
Avenue for Speech Communication." Conn-.unication Efi uc ation , 30 (July, 1981), 238-44. ERIC EJ 252 000 
Besides advocating the inclusion of oral history in speech curricula, these authors suggest t^iat sto^Jtfnts 
see each interview as a horiremeutical process. They discuss how interview coir.munica :ion can be analysed 
In terms of the participants' understanding, interpretation and meaning of both the historical events 
discussed and their own interaction. 

Farrell, Edmund J. "Oral Histories as Living Literature." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
National Council of Teachers of English (70th, Cincinnati, OH, November 21-26, 1980) ERIC EO 196 013. 
This paper describes how oral history projects can be integrated into the language arts classroon. They 
can provide experiences in interviewing, writing, editing, and oral interpretation so that students learn 
that everyone has a story to tell and a personal heritage to be preserved. 

Mehaffy, George L. Oral History in the Classroom . Washington, DC* National Council for the Social Studies, 
1979. ERIC ED 17B 420. (A-ailable from EDRS in microfiche only.) 

This booklet is designed to help social studies teachers initiate classroom oral history projects, such 
dS the life history, the fanily history, corrjnunity social history, and field research into cor.v.unity 
political life and community folklore. 

Meyer, Barbara, ed. Kaleidoscope 20: Oral History in the Classroom . Briton, MA: Massachusetts State Dept. 
of Education, 1980. ERIC ED 195 435. 

This publication discusses oral history, its potential as a teaching tool, and its aoplication in a 
variety of different classroom situations from eleirentary through post-secondary levels. Exir^ples of 
specific school projects are provided. 

Neuenschwander , John A. Oral History as a Teaching Approach . Washington, D.C.; National Education 
Association, 1976. 

This handbook suggests how oral history projects can be Incorporated into social studies and langjcgc 
arts classes in junior and senior high schools. 

Options in Education, Program No. 80, May 30, K77. Learning from the Pas t: Oral History . Washinnton, U.C: 
George Washington University Institute for Educational Leadership. ERIC ED 141 256. (AvaiUbiP from 
EDRS In microfiche only.) 

This Is a transcript of a National Public Radio program that describes and provides exarples of nunerou: 
kinds of oral history, such as folk telling, family inte'^views, social history, and sound portraits. 

Oral History and th e Elderly 

Back, Kurt W. Life-Course: Integrative Theories and Exefrj)lary Populations . Boulder, CC: Westvlew Press, 
1980. 

This book contains several articles concerning the use of oral history for conducting research on stages 
of development over the entire life-span of adults. Included are several chapters cr, how recounting 
one's life history can be an Illuminating and gratifying experience. 
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Butler, Robert A. "Successful Aging and the Role of t^p \ift on^iau, « i i r . . 

Society . 22 (1974; 529-'^35 ^ ' ^ ^ Ltff Review. Jcornal of the American Geriatric 

Inlcr^°Jranon;floS:n;L%"o"'''^\1?^: ;?o\.fJe:? 'r'°''' ^""^ '^'^^ ^'^^^ ^° ""struct 

iwateness of society's and the?; n.^ nlrrr^^ ""'"^'"''"^ classroom activities for heightening students' 

.bllUy to inti^art ..ea'ning^uTi; iuh elders" '''''''' ^o improve their 

'""Sn-Agtn": iItI ^""'^ '''' °' "^^"^ """P^" - Washington. D.C. : National Co.ncil 

elderly people. »v,thods. for:s!^^VeSueS'"tra^scri;?s arl"n2l^^d^ '^'^ ''"^"^''^-^ 

'^"'"Sont ^i;ica'r"soc;:i work 'uf^g^s'i ]TT °' C--ork with the Elderly.- Journal of 

SnTf;^r^";fS;ri;t''rhi2r;hV.s:^ p--ted 

with the present. ' ^ memories of elderly clients are enlisted to help them cope 

^""^L^°:i^p,^^4 5'^-•"'^ ^"^ Aiinn Process: Interartion Throughout rhP , r, .,. ^ew York: 

c'^pSt?on:which «:K"us:fu^'^^'":a^^^•s1o""' ^fir^^ ^° °^ ^ntergenerational 

complete. ^° practitioners. The bibliography is particularly 

Oral History and Faniilj' Heritage 

'""'S^;m::;a;°;;rii^te"i§76!^' fi-LLloUloie. Washington. D.C: 

J^^lVff?cl"riLr'Kan'^n5 Pol K f^St^d": l^^ll/ Jlll^'^^^l 'Z''-''''' ^^^'^^ "-9-" 

within families. ^oiKiiie itudies which gathered 2.0C0 interviews on folklore traditions 

'''''t^:J'°^'^^°'^-.'^^'°Z'^^^ V"- ■ r 

These authors present a pleasantly written! steplby-step guide for developing a set of family history 

Popular Books Using Oral History 
Terkel Studs. Arencan Dreans: Lo;t a r.d Fr,..nH New York- Pantheon 19<!n 

Wiggington. Eliot, ed. Foxfire . Hew York: Doubleday 

fo^llls^ZlllT^T^^^^^^^^^ history investigations of Appalachian 

teachers alike who w^nt ?o yo\:iT\l\.lTol.l^^^^^^^^^^^ ^-^^-^ 

Jln?^irab;?;;cT3ou?nfrtc:£^n[i f^ei?i^:b^f^f"^^oi""r"^^" Mource^ll^ld^ (RIE). the ERIC 
can be purchasea n microfiche orreDroduced Lner ° n / rnnc'^cl;"'"""'" housing LRlt collections or they 
Box 190. Arlington. VA 222^0 ?or Ke^check thP l^tLT-"" ^^,"5 Reproduction Service). P. 0. 

Module for .n EDRS order blank/price tib'e. °^ EIL °r write to tne Speech Con^unication 

^il2^2n?hfrir.^^; TrV.'^ r?ruL"i;;y§^-^/°^°"-^-^" ^-cation (CIOE). the 
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